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READER: 


Chriſtian Reader, 
HE greateſt and high- 


eſt Honour of theRea- 
ſonable Creature 1s to ſerve 
Him who is the beſt Good 
and the laſt End, which 1s 
the deſign ofthis little Trea- 
tile, The Excellency and 
Neceſsity of what is here 


treated, juſtly merits a larger 
7 Vo- 


| 


To the Reader, | 
V olumn. But I Rtudied Bre- 
vity, and that upon a two- 
fold account, 

Firſt, Becauſe I was de- 
fired that there might be lit- 
tle orno Variation from the 
Sermon as 1t. was Preach- 
ed, .cither 1n Altering or 
Enlarging , though ſome- 
thing of each I have done, 
yet ſo 1 hope, as to pleaſe 
both thee the Reader, and 
they who had the Op- 
portunity of Hearing the 
ſame. | 
| Secondly, Becauſe I was 
ng that more might 

have 


To the Reader, 

have a ſhare 1n 1t, which 
wcra Back POIStbly could not 
ft have been; 1f I had 
pu-chaſeir. not dia to 
crowd my Mewltations 1n a 
little room. Birds whenthey 
come to a tull heap of Lorn, 
chirp. and call for- their fe}- 
lowes. Goodneſs and: Light 
are. of a diffuſive Nature; 
And now fince this 1s M1d- 
wifed- into the World, 

(which was not intended by 
me) ſuch as it 15 } after it 
to thee as /'the produc} of 


'$-ME Ca C * F p=. my þ FAY 
my fincere at 3eordia LOVE 


% 


tothe Souls. of ybung Men, 


" R [« 
A-3 


| To the Reader. 

Let not the Plainneſs of the 
Matter, and the Homeli- 
neſs of the Style offend thee, 
I deſigned it not for a curi- 
ous Pallate, being preach- 
ed unto a plain Countrey- 
people, I aymed at their 
Edification, and not at any 
Popular Applauſe. The 
Treatiſe 1s uſefull for all that 
are enquiring after true Fe- 
licity, eſpecially the young- 
er ſort of People , being 
ſuch for the moſt part that 
were preſent when this Ser- 
mon was Preached. What 


thou(Reader)apprehendeſt 


not 


To the Reader. 


not Sound, carry it to the 
Touch-ſtone of the Word, 
<e;and if but a Mite of ſa- 
I1-f ving Knowledge may. be 
:h-F (through Gods Bleſing ) 
2Y-E added to thy Underſtand- 
EeIf ing, let God have the Glo- 
nyfry, and the Author hath 


hefſ his End, who is 


hat 

READER, 
fe- 
10.4 Southwark, Thy Friend and 
.O Decemb. Souls ſervant, 
ng 
hat T homas Powell. 
CY- 
hat 

A 4. 
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ECCLES, XII. r. 


Remember Now thy Creatour in the 
Dayes of thy Youth, while the Evil 
Dayes come not, nor the Tears 
draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, 
T have no pleaſure in then. 


OD ſet up two great Lights 
in Solomons Heart , one 


(hewing the Exccllency 
of Chriſt, in the Canticles 5 the Feeleſs- 
other, the Vanity of the Creature, aftes, i.e: 
as in Eccleſtaſtes, which is the ſe- 2 15a 
cond Book of Solomon; and it 1s 
called Eccleſraſtes becauſe Solomon 
was ſo called: And that either 
becauſe. he ſpeaks unto a Multi- 
tude at once, or elſe becauſe of 
his Wiſdom, with which he was 
indeed ( after a copious manner) 


endowed. The whole Book ts a 
De- 


(2) 
declaration of Solomons repent- 
ance written in his old age, as may 
be gather'd both out of the title 
of it, and the cloſure of it 1n,the fix 
laſt verſes, and alſo out of the 
whole body of it, being written 
upon a ſerious view of the paſſa- 
ges and pradtices of his life paſt, 
and the great and manifold expe- 
rience he made and found therein, 
He treats chiefly of the worlds va- 
nity, true felicity, the maladies of 
old age,& the Advantage of being 
good betimes. Hence it 1s that 
young men in the concluſion of all 
are call'd upon to mind their Crea- 
tor; and that whatſoever they 
are employed in befides is vanity 
of vanities, and no wiſe yielding 
true ſatisfation, but anxiety and 
torment unto their ſouls, 


Remember now thy Creator in 
the dayes of thy youth , while the 
evil dayes come not, nor the years 


draw nigh when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 


have 


(3) 


have no pleaſure in then. 


The words in general do preſs 


ſix unto a duty of the greateſt mo- 
the ment in the world ; wherein you 
ten may take notice of theſe ſeveral 
lla- things. 
iſt, I. The Act, Remember. 2. The 
De- Object, Creator. 3. The ad- 
1n, junct of Time ; Now, in the dayes 
Va- of thy youth, excgetically repeat- 
of ed, while the evil dayes come not, 
ng i nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
wt ſhalt ſay I have no pleaſure in 
all them. 
24- 
ey The words will afford us many 
ty points of Doctrine. I ſhall only 
ng obſerve two, and fo infilt upon 
ad them. | 

Do&. 1. That above all thines 
In whatſoever, we ſhould not forget, 
he but Remember our Creator. 


Dodt. 


(4) 
The evil Dot. 2. That there is great reaſon 
dayes why we ſhould remember our Crea- 
ſpoken of ITO Fs p 
in the tour in the dayes of OW - your, 
rext, and o71077 While we are young, and be- 
the years - . 
wherein fore old age OUCT-FARCS Id. 
we have 
no ple a- x 
ow 4 Theſe in order 3 and with the 
old age. firſt I begin, viz. That above all 
things whatſoever, we ſhoul4 94 for- 
get, but Soemder onr Creator. 
The qo of this Point, 
I purpoſe, through Gods. aflit- 
«ance 1n this wiſc- 
; 1. [ ſhall ſet my ſelf toamplite 


it, . 2. TIoApply it. 


The amplification will confalt of 
Explication and contirmation. 

I. Explication, and ſo I ſhall 
ſhew you. 1. V/!at this Creator 
is. 2. What it is to remember 
our Creator. 3. Whzu. it 1s to 
remember our Creator avve all 
thines whatſoever. 

Firſt, I am to ſhew. you, What 
this Creator is, whoxe we are call'd 

upon 


(5) 


upon in the text to mind, Remem- 
ber now thy Creator in the dayes of 
thy youth. 

In the Hebrews it is ( Thy 
Creatours ) alluding to the 
Trinity , ſo that by Creatour 
we are to underſtand God the 
Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt ; for though the 
Creation of the world is pecuhiar- 
ly aſcribed to God the Father, 
and look'e upon as his proper 
work, 11 reſpect of order and re- 
Jation,a as he is the firlk perſon of the 
Trinity, yet nor fo as to exclude 
the reſt; forall the wad odinem, Patrivefiian 


perſons of the I'r1- d« modus eft a ſe, per Filium, 


nity (to ſpeak at- & Syiritum Sanfum, Hinc 
129 rerum , nempe Ereatr9 ,' 
ter the manner of ;, proj rie tr ibuitur Patri, qui or" 


men) had -a hand «ine oviginis eff perſonaram 

prima.Deus) Hebr. Elobimid 

in the Creation of | eft. wins ex Elobim, ſcil. Pater, 

the world, Gen. 1. alloqui _ Spiritum 

/ . Santtum Synecd. integri, Non 

2G, And God ſaid, alloquitur Angelos, Paſcar. in 

Let us make man loc. 

ui our Image, after our like- 
zeſs : who ſhould the Father 
ſpeak' 


(6) 
ſpeak unto here; Let xs, but unto 
the Son and the Holy Gholt, 


Secondly, What it 1s to Remem- 

ber our Creator; It is not onely a 

bare thinking on him, and- that 

now and then, but to remember 

our Creator implyes theſe ſeveral 
things. 

Firſt, To know him; to know 

that he is, and what he is. That 

God is, and that he is to be wor- 

ORR ſhipped,is, your year- 

Hom nas diem {a 16: 2 Law written 

ricum et prafticum Theoricus 1n the heart of man, 


eft duplex1.Dews eſt;ergo de- . 
beg eum cognoſcere. 2.,Dews eſt and that which the 


bonus, ergo debeo cum colere. book of the Crea- 


Pradticus eft, in quo conſci- 
entia format aſſumptionem : tures teacheth as 
Deus mihi bonus et; Ergo well as the book of 


mibi ett colendus, Alfted. the Scriptures. But 
_ now ni This God 
is, and the right mode of wor- 
ſhipping him, many are at aloſs; 
and the candle-light of Nature 
(without the help of the Holy 


Spirit in and by the Scriptures) 
cannot 


(7) 

cannot dire us. neither can our 
knowledge of Gad by them be 
a comprehenſive knowledge, what 
God is in his Eſſence, in his Attri- 
butes,in his perſons8& i in his works, 

no man orAngel hath,doth,or ever 
ſhall know; T hough we muſt Cit 
we would remember our Creator 
aright) know ſomething of each, 
yet he muſt have the wiſdom of 
God, and ſobe a God, that com- 
prehendeth God in his. Effence, 
Attributes, Perſons and works, 
what ſay you now Sirs, do you 
remember your Creator in this 
ſenſe ?fuch who do not experimen- 
tally know God, that he 1s;and in 
meaſure, What heis, cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to Remember him. 
Remember your Creator, that 1s 
no leſs than the Import of know- 
ing and acknowledging your 
ſelves with God, whereby peace 
may come unto you, according 
unto that excellent counſel of El;- 
phaz to Job, Acquaint now thy ſe Jl 


(6) 
ſpeak unto here ; Let ws, but unto 
the Son and the Holy Gholt, 


Secondly, What it 1s to Remem- 

ber our Creator; It is not onely a 

bare thinking on him, and that 

now and then, but to remember 

our Creator implyes theſe ſeveral 
things. 

Firſt, To know him; to know 

that he is, and what he is. That 

God is, and that he is to be wor- 

. ſhipped,is, you year- 

Non peek doen: 16, 2 Law written 

ricum et praficum.Theorics 10 the heart of man, 


eft duplex1.Dews eft:ergo de- ; 
beg eum cognoſcere. 2.Dews eſt and that which the 


bonus, ergo debeg cum colere. book of the Crea- 


Prafticus eft, in quo conſci- 
entia format aſſumptionem : tures teacheth as 
Dew mihi bonus et; Ergy Well as the book of 


mihi eft colendus, Alſted. 
Syſt. Theolog. the Scriptures. But 
now who This God 


is, and the right mode of wor- 
ſhipping him, many are at alols; 
and the candle-light of Nature 
(without the help of the Holy 


Spirit in and by the Scriptures) 
cannot 


(7) 
cannot direct us. neither can our 
knowledge of Gad by them be 
a comprehenſive knowledge, what 
God 1s 1n his Eflence, in his Attrt- 
butes,in his perfons8& 1n his works, 
no man orAngel hath,doth,or ever 
ſhall know ; Though we muſt (if 
we would remember our Creator 
aright.) know ſomething of each, 
yet he muſt have the wiſdom of 
God, and ſo be a God, that com- 
prehendeth God in his Effence, 
Attributes, Perſons and works, 
what ſay you now Sirs, do you 
remember your Creator in this 
ſenſe ?fuch who donot experimen- 
tally know God, that he is;and in 
meaſure, What he is, cannot pro- 
perly be ſaid to Remember him. 
Remember your Creator, that 1s 
no leſs than the Import of know- 
ing and acknowledging your 
ſelves with God, whereby peace 
may come unto you, according 
unto that excellent counſel of El;- 
phaz to Job, Acquaint now thy ſelf 

with 


(8) 
with Go1, thereby Good ſhall come 
unto thee, Job 22.21. 

Remember your Creator : That 
1s of no leſs Import than the dy- 
ing words of King David to his 
Son Solomon 3; And thou Solomon 
my Son, know thou the God of thy 
Father, 1 Chron. 28, 9g. 

Secondly, To Remember our 
Creator, implycs a reverent Fear 
of Him. Remembring of God is 
fearing .ot God, Prov. 23.17. Be 
thou in the Fear of the Lord all the 
day long. How dareſt thou to ſay, 
that thou Remembreſt God, when 
thou feareſt him not, "and haſt but 
lirtfe dread of his Greatneſs in thy 

Heart? Thcu canſt fear 

Where the Fear of qc. "_ 

God is, there Sin is Afﬀtlictions, Death, or a- 
conquer'd as to its ny Evil approaching to- 
reigning Power, and ke 

ir ſhall no more Wards thee, and for the 
ſtorm Walls, demo- diverting whereof, ap- 
liſh Caffles, break 1yeſt thy ſelf to the 


throughGuards,hear 
up Quarters, and let Means in order thereun- 


n Enemics. to, but how little doeſt 
thou uſe thy Strength and Pru- 
dence 


(9) 

dence againſt Sin that curſed 

thing, and which rendreth thee 
obnoxious to the Wrath of God, 

which if thou feareſ(t not here, 
ſhalt hereafter to thy forrow ana 
cternal detriment. 

Thou canſt reverence a Perſon 

of Quality, or any Karthly Mo- 
narch, and when Acceſs unto him 
Is oranted thee, how great 1s thy 

Care and Diligence | in demeaning 
thy ſelt before him ? and how doſt 

thou tremble leſt by any uncome- 

ly Geſture or Action thou ſhould(t By the 
offend him, knowing that in caſe 577 wn 
of Default, thou may{ſt not onely do nor 
meet with Repulſe, but alſo Pe- Hogg 


parc 


nalty 2 And ſhall the Preſence of from th: 
Worms ſo awe thee, and not Go _ = 
1n whoſe preſence the blelicd are allo 
Saints-and Angels cover their Fa- — 
ces, as being unworthy of Bo- which is 
holding him ? It's no marvel wiy G99% 
Conſcience bears ſo little ſway 5. ceo 


now adayes, why Piery is {© lit- Deur. s. 
tle countenanc'd, why Gods Glo-* = 
B ry 


(10) 
ry is ſo little preferrd, why one 
Man cven becomes a Devil to ano- 
ther, and why Young men Re- 
member not their Creator. The 
S1 j{ Reaſon of all lies here; The Fear 
ks xe. God is not before their Eyes, 
hemiah ) nor his Greatneſs ſtudyed by them. 
_ Our Creator is God over all Blel- 
of God. ſed for evermore, the Lord of 
Hoſts is his Name ; all the Crea- 
tures are at his Beck and Check ; 
he is the ſtronger f1de, and who- 
ſoever fears the Lord, need not 
fear any thing elſe. Confidence 
Prov. 14.and ſtrong Confidence 1s 1n the 
29, Fear of the Lord, yea a Fear- 
freeing Fear this Fear 1s. 
Thirdly, To' Remember our 
Creator implics ſetting the Mind 
Pp... ON Work on the Excellencies of 
ſunt om- him. Pal. 104. v. 34. My Medi- 
= Ja!" pation of him ſhall be ſweet, The 
Domire, 
ev ecce tu inenarrabiliter pulchrior qui ſecifi omnia. 
Chryl. All thoſ» things which thou haſt made, are beau- 
i1full, but thou thy ſelf art infinitely more beaurtſulſ, 


Ex- 


(11) 


Excellencies of God are many, 
great and incommunicable : Many 
and wonderfull are the Excellen- 
cies of the Creature, but not to 
be compar d with God's; becauſe 


all Creature-Excellen- 
cies are but Deriva- 
tives. And what are the 
Streams,compar'd to the 
Fountain ; the Rivers 
to the Ocean, and the 
excellencies of the Crea- 
ture to the Excellencies 
of the Creator ? being 
in him primitively and 
incommunicably, yea 
the proper ſubject and 
ſcat of all Excellencies 
whatſoever, God is. And 
can{t thou Ovain young 
man ſet thy Heart on 
theſe tranſitory Excel- 
lencies of the Creature, 


Some Eyes have been 
dazled ton much with 
the elxterings of the 
Creatures, ſo 4s 1 take 
the Servant for the 
Maſter, and have 
been ſo much in admi- 
ring the Glaſs, as that 
they forgot the glort- 
ous Beauty that is re- 
preſented. What Wore 
ſhip and Adoration 
hath the Sun had ? 
even almoſt as much as 
the great Creator of 
Heaven and Earth 
himelf. Strange! that 
they ſhould ſee [1 dark- 
ly, as not to diſcern the 
Face from the Veit 
that courys tt, For 
the Sun is at beſt but 
umbra Dei, and nu- 
becula cito cranſ:tura, 
a mere ſpit, a cud, 
if compar'd with fo 
bright an Eſſence ; and 


as He ſaith mtably, the ſame Worſhippers muſt nocd; be 
& 261 x7! TAL Atheiſts in the Night-r1me. 


B 2 


and 


(12) 
and yet canſt not logk up ſo high 
as to the Creator, and take a 
View of his glorious and tranſcen- 
dent Excellencies that have and 
do raviſh the Hearts of all their 
Contemplators ? Davids Medita- 
tions of his Creators Excellencies 
were {weet unto him. Call back, 
O young Man, all thy ſtragling 
Aﬀections; it is high time now, 
they have been long enough ſeek- 
ing Reſt 1n theſe terrene things, 
and finding none. Call home (O 
vain man ) thy Love, thy Joy, 
Hope, Grief and Fear : Theſe are 
to the Soul, as the Souldiers to 
the Centurion; Tf he ſaid to one, 
Go, he went ; if to another, Come, 
he came: Theſe (ſay ſome) are 
the Meſſengers of the Will ; theſe 
(lay others) are the Wheels, the 
Chariots, the Wings, the Feet of 
the Soul. But now 1f thy Love, 
which is the firſt, and General of 
all the Afﬀections, ſhould be ſer, 


not on God, but the World; it 


your 


(13) 
your Hatred ſhould be direCted, 
not againſt Sin, but Good men, 
or (which 1s worle) apainit Good- 
ne it felt; 1f your Zeal ſhould 
not be pure Flames for Divine 
Glory, but a burning Rage a- 
gainſt the Truth of God ; it your 
Fear ſhould not be a flight from 
Evil, but an Apoſtatie from Chriſt ; 
it your Anger ſhould be a Dit- 
pleaſure at anothers Eminencies, 
and not at your own Exorbitan- 
ces; if your Hope ſhould not 
be a well-ballanced Expectation 
of Happineſs, but a blind and 
venturous Preſumption of Mercy; 
and if your Griet ſhould be a 
trouble that you cannot be and 
doe more evil ; Ah how vile, how 
irregular, how dangerous are Af- 
fections thus miſplac'd / When 
Love and Hatred keep to their 
right Centres, and move towards 
their proper Objects, to love no- 
thing but Good, to hate nothing 
but Eval. 

B 3 Fourthly, 


_ 


(14) 

Fourthly, To Remember our 
Creator implies to recollect our 
ſelves, and return unto him as the 
Fountain of our Salvation, Pal. 
23. 27. 

All the Ends of the World ſtall 
remember and turn unto the Lord. 

By Sin we have Apoſtatizd 
from God ; are we yet returnd 
unto him? is there a Converlion 
of the whole man unto God ? 
Are Old things paſt away, and 
all things become New ? Haſt 
thou a New Heart ? till then thou 
canſt not remember God with any 
Afﬀection. Haſt thou a New Will? 
till then thou canſt not do as thou 
oughteſt,Haſt thou a New Eye?ril! 
then thou canſt not ſee the ditte- 
rence that there is between things 
Spiritual and Temporal. Haſt thou 
a new Appetite? till then thou 
.canſt not know what 1s bitter, or 
what 1s ſweet, Every Faculty 1s 
become the ſeat of Sin, and there- 
fore a Neceſlity there 1s, of a um- 
yerſal 


(15) 


verſal Change. The Underſtand- 
ing 1s dark, and ſtands in need 
of Divine Illumination. The Will 


is contumacious, and 
needeth the Almighty 
Power of God to make 
it flexible. The Memo- 
ry 1s weak, and needeth 
ſupernatural ſtrengthen- 
ing. The AtteCtions are 
dull, and need ſpiritual 
Operation, The Con- 
ſcience is benumm'd , 
and needeth the beams 
of God's Spirit to warm 
it, and quicken it, that 
it may no more -mil- 


Man is defiled a capr- 
te ad calcem, from 
Head ro Foot; that 
( as the Philoſopher 
fairh concerning the 
Soul, Ir is in every 
part; where there 1s 
Life,there is the Soul, 
for the Soul is the 
Life; ſo ) whatever 
is in us, and cometh 
from us, and is ated 
by us, receiveth de- 
flement from us. Sin 
is like a Leprofie, 
over the whole man ; 
like a gangrene iprea- 
ding over the whole 
Soul, 


lead, and be as a blind Guide. 
And thus our whole Life is crook- 
ed and perverſe; haſt thou gotten 
it made (trait by a fincere Repen- 
tance and Reformation ? The Ho+ 
ly Scriptures are a Rule, haſt thou 


meaſured thy Life by ut? 


The 


Curſe of the Law hangs on thee, 
why dolt thou not ſatisfie its De- 
mands, 
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(16) 
mands, and Appeal to the Grace 
of God in Chriſt for freedom 
therefrom? Thy miſcries (O Na- 
tural man ) are many, great, and 
intolerable, why doſt thou not 
endeavour to extricate thy ſelf 
out of them? Read this Scripture, 
O Graceleſs Prodigal : Tal. 9. 19, 
The wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, 
and all the Nations that forget 
God. 

Recollect therefore your ſelves, 
oh 014 Men, before your dayes 
are quite concluded. Remember 
your Creator. Oh Toune Men, while 
the evil dayes gome not, nor the 
years draw nigh when thou ſhalt ſay, 
T have no pleaſure in them. Is it 
not better to live than die, turn 
than burn 2 O Sirs, perſiſt not til! 
it be too late, but chooſe God 
your chiefeſt Good, onely Good, 
ſuitable Good, and everlaſting 
Good, 

Fifthly, To Remember our Crea- 
tr, implies a due Conſidering what 
may 


(17) 
may Pleaſe or Diſpleaſe him. 
Col. 1:10. That ye might walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing. 
But how few are there that 
make this their work, ſtudying 
how to pleaſe God ? Doth not 
the Courſe of their Lives rather 
tend to the contrary 2 Who lives 
to pleaſe God, but rather to dif- 
pleaſe him? How little is Gods 
Favour now adayes eſteemed of? 
Moſt of us are ambitious of doing 
things that may. pleaſe Perſons 
highly dignified in this World, 
but the pleaſing of God 1s Jook'd 
upon as a ſuperfluity, and that 
which may be as well omitted as 
perform'd 3 as it Gods good word 
would not honour us ſo much as 
a Mortals, and His Favour do us 
more good than the Favour of 
Man, whoſe breath 1s in his No- 
{trils, and muſt ſuddenly periſh. 
Mans Favour is good in its place, 
but when compard with Gods, 
there is vaſt difference as to the 
Nature, 


(18) 


# thy fa. Nature, Property, Etfedts and Per- 
war x petuity of it. Fooliſh therefore is 
bfe, Pla. He who preferres the pleaſing of 


$9» 5+ 


Man before the pleaſing of God, 
and chooſeth rather the one than 
the other; that can remember 
what pleaſeth the Creature, but 
not what pleaſeth the Creator, 
This is preferring the leſs before 
the greater, and the Servant be- 
fore the Maſter. How ſtands it 
therefore with us? Are Gods 
Smiles our Heaven, and his 
Frowns our Hell? Is there no- 
thing that we take in hand, but 
we ſcriouſly penſitate and ponder 
It in our Minds, ſaying with our 
ſelves, Will this and that make 
for Gods Glory ? if ſo, Iledoit; 
if not, I ſhall forbear. But, Oh 
Chriſtians, how many are remils 
in this kind of ſpiritual Exerciſe, 
exculing themſelves with Phraſes 
that will not excuſe them at the 
Day of Judgement. This 1s too 
{triG, ſay ſome 3 what need is m_ 

® 


(19) 
of it, ſay others? and, Whocan 
do fo, 1s the language of many : 
But TI wiſh I might have the Op- 
portunity of telling part of my 
Mind to ſuch perſons. Is there 
not a Neceflity of Remembring 
our Creator, if we would proſper ? 
but can we remember him aright, 
if we pleaſe him not? and if we 
pleaſe him not, can we be fa- 
ved? 

Sixthly, To Remember our Crea- 
tor, impliesa remembring his Mer- 
cies and retaining a thank full ſenſe 
thereof. 

Pſal. 106. 21. They forgat God 
their Saviour, which had done great 
things in Feypt. 

Doeſt thou often think on. the 
Mercies of God, fo frequently 
and bountifully conferred on thee? 
Doeſt thou often raviſh thy Soul 
in calling Mercies paſt to mind, 
living upon Mercies preſent, and 
depending upon Mercies to come ? 
Remember your Creator, will _— 

car 


* 


(20) 
bear this Interpretation without 
any wrong to the words. Remem- 
ber what your Creator has done 
for you, his Mercies beſtowed 
on you in ſuch and ſuch a kind, at 
ſuch and ſuch a Time, in ſuch and 
ſuch a Place, among ſuch and ſuch 
Company. It is a {ign that we (in- 
cerely eſteem, and heartily remem- 
ber a Friend, when we do not 
forget his Kindneſs, but do even 
write them down in. our  Mexro- 
randim Book : And fo. it ſtands 
good in this Caſe alſo ; if we ſay, 
we remember God, and forget 
his Mercies, we lie, and the Truth 
1s not in us; it being that which 
cannot ſtand together. Such who 
have received Mercies from the 
hands of God, yea ſuch Mercies 
without which they could not 
have ſubſilted, and yet are un- 
thankfull, forgetting both God 
and his Benefits too, ſurely ſuch 
of all are moſt ungratefull, Mer- 
cies above us, and beneath us, 
Mer- 


Mer 
Mer 
the | 
barr 
ters 
be Lu 
orea 
is F 
whe 
to d 
[ton 
you 
and 
[ate 
Anc 
Lea 
thai 
Sn 


(21) 

Mercies before us and behind us, 
Mercies on the right hand and on 
the left, renders us (if (till we are 
barren) the moſt ungratefull Mon- 
ſters that ever lived on Earth. To 
be unthankfull, where there 1s the 
greateſt reaſon of being thanktull, 
is Folly in the Abſtract. And 
where Mercy is not a Load-ſtone 
to draw to God, it will be a Mill- 
ſtone to fink into Hell, Vinegar 
you know *tis 112 Filins Vini 3 
and the ſweeteſt Wine degene- 
rates into the ſharpeſt vinegar. 
And as nothing 1s more cold than 
Lead, yet nothing more ſcalding 
than that when melted; ſonothing 
1s more ſweet than mercy, when 
thankfully received, yet nothing 
more terrible than that when abu- 
'ſed 3 Grace abuſed turns to fury, 
and Mercies forgotten turn to ſore 
Wrath. 

Seventhly and Jaſtly, To Re- 
member our Creator , 1s to ſerve 
and obey him 3 and this —_— 

the 


(22) 


the ſumme of all, Dext. 8.11. Be- 


ware that thou forget not the Lord Þ 


thy God, in not keeping his Com- 
7 enchant; and his Judgements,and 

his Statutes, which Icommand thee 

this day. 

"EI Many, nay more ſerve the De- 
wicked Vil and their own Luſts, than there 
ries "60 ſerve God. God made man for 
one) the himſelf, but he hath leſs from 
— him than any other Creature, 
** Man ſhould ſerve God, and that 
in the firſt place; but inſtead there- 

of he ſerves himſelf firſt, the De- 

vil and his Luſts firſt, Oh, won- 
derfull Degeneration , and the 
Curſcdneſs of our lapſed Eſtate / 

One would think it incredible, 

that the Creature ſhould not ſerve 

the Creator; we may Wonder at 

x it indeed, and yet Believe 1t we 
muſt, becauſe that it is, nothing 

1s more certain ; God whois Fruth 

- it ſelf hath ſaid ſo, and we by dat- 
ly Experience find it ſo : here then 


is a Myſtery of Iniquity, That Man 
ould 


(23) 
ſhould Renounce God who made 
. him, and Side with the Devil 
who hates him, and will Eternal! 
deſtroy him, if ſtill fided with : 
That Man ſhould take more De- 
light in Self-deſtruction, than in 
Self-telicitating : That Man ſhould 
ſell himſelf to fin, and take more 
delight therein than in Obeying 
one reaſonable Commandement : 
Why ſhould all this be, O vain 
man ? Are the wayes of God un- 
equal, his Demands impoſlible, 
his Commands intollerable 2? Have 
acare of harbouring hard thoughts 
of God, who' hath ſaid that his 
Toak, is eaſie, and his burden is 
light, Matth. 14. 29. 

If thou haſt but a mind to be God's 
engaged in the Service of God ,_— 
let not the Difhculties that attend* ing and 
it diſcourage thee; but know, open 
that God can by the ſweet Diſco-""t 
veries of himſelt ( whileft thou art 
in his Service) chear thy Heart, 
and make that which ſeemed hard 

and 


rit, 


(24) 

and difficult, the very Delight of 
thy - Soul. Jacobs meeting with, 
and enjoying of Rachel, rendered 
his hard and long Service caſte and 
delightfull unto him : And fo a 
feeling of Gods Spirit moving on 
thy Heart, when thou art enga- 
ged in any Religious Exerciſe, 
will make it joyous and not priev- 
ous, a Delight and nota Burden, 

a Heaven, and not an Hell, 
Beſides, holy Obedience is only 
hard- and dithcult to the Ignoble 
part of a Saint, vis. the Fleſh, not 
to the Noble part of a Saint, vis, 
the Soul. All the Wayes of God 
C though tending to the pulling 
out of right Eyes, and cutting 
off of right Hands) are wayes of 
Pleaſantneſs to the Noble part of 
a Saint. So far as every Chriſtian 
1s Renewed, he 1s belt when he 
can ſerve God molt, according 
unto the Apoſtle; 7 delight in the 
Law of God after the inward Mas : 
with my Mind I ſerve the Law of 
Ged, 


(25) 
God, thongh with my Fleſh the Law 
of Sin, 

Remember thy Creator ; that is, 
Remember him ſo as to love, ſerve, 
and ebey him. And thus you have 
heard firſt and laſt the full Im- 
port of theſe words; Remember 
thy Creator. 

The third thing I am to ſpeak 
unto by way of Explication, 1s 
this, What 1s it to remember our 
Creator above all-things whatſo- 
ever, which may fall under theſe 
three heads. 

1. Loving God above all things 
whatſoever. 

2, Fearing God above all things 
whatſoever. 

3. Obeying God above all things 
whatſoever. 


Firſt, Loving God above all 
things whatſoever. Here is Love 
n 'its higheſt ſtature, and ſuch a 
kind of Love God requires; nay, 


no other Love will he acccept of 3 
C cither 


(26) 

either of that kind we mult give 
him, or none at all. The prime of 
our Aﬀections muſt God have; 
. and indeed who de- 
_ - pr Goa, ot ſerves them more than 
__ _—_— coy” He? who {hall have 
_ | -— ky 75 them, if not He? Ve- 
the Good that is in bim. Tily , our ſelves have 
Be Gif, Do led not fo great a right un- 
lin, Treatiſe of Peace TO OUr ſelves, as He? 
and Conrentment of Ve and our ſelves, and 

Mind. , . 
all that is ours are 
Gods; yea we are more Gods 
than our own. How 1s it then, 
that God is no more lov'd than 
he is, and that 'even ſome who 
profeſs Love unto him, do not 
love him above all things what- 
ſoever ? Surely here lies the Rea- 
ſon, Ignorance, Ignorance, TIgno- 
rancez Teroti nulla cupido, bh 
the old Poet 3 what we know nor, 
we love not. Did perſons but 
know God more, they would love 
him more. O who would not 
but love that infinite Love and 
Ex- 


(27) 
Excellency, though he had no 
Intereſt of his own init / God is 


- Love it ſelf, and if we will not 

e. | love Love it ſelf, ſurely we are 

an Þ diſtracted. 

ve Doeſt thou therefore, O my 

©. | Soul, Remember thy Creator? and 

ve | doeſt thou ſo Remember him — 
n. | t9 Love him? and doelt thou ſo Chriti _ 
a) love him, as to love him above #7! #- 
1d £ al! things whatſoever 2 How ma- —_— 
re I Dy, I fear, if weighed in the Bal- Ama. 


lance would be found wanting 19; 


n © as to this, which is the fummeomnes le- 
in | and ſubſtance of Chriſtianity / And 
20 © {ball I here expoltulate with the Drexe- 


Young -man ? What ſayeſt thou 2% 
Art thou willing to give Chriſt 
the Firſt-born of every AtteGion 
m thy Soul? Doeſt thou love 
God above all things whatſoe- 
ver? Doeſt thou love him above 
thy Relations, Eftate , and very 
Life? Canſt thou preferre Gods 
Glory before all Secular Intereſt 
whatſoever, and even deny thy 
C 2 very 


(28) 
very Life for him, if called there- 
unto? This indecd 1s Love like 
Gold tried in the Fire. Verily, 
when Carnal Relations come in 
competition. with, and ſtand in 
oppoſition unto Chriſt, we muſt 
hate them; when our Friends 
would prove Snares, and hinder 
Chriſt us from doing our Duty, we muſt 


wer A- s 
mi; Elther leap over them, or tread up 


maximus. On them ; like Galeacizs Caraccio- 
lus, that moſt famous Patron and 
Second Moſes ; who though he 


was the Son of a Marqueſs , the 
Pope's Nephew, yet deſerted 1ta- 
ly, and (with Moſes) Pharaoh's 
Court, treading upon and leap- 
ing over his Wife and Children, 
rather than he would worſhip 
Idols, and ſo that he might be 
with Reverend Calvin, under his 
Miniſtry in Gezeva, So that in 
this caſe, Odium in ſuos, 18 Pietas 
in Deum. Jerome likewiſe hath 
an excellent paſlage : 1f my Wife 
( faith he_) ſhunld hang about my 

Neck, 


(29) 
Neck ,ty Mother ſhew me the Breaſts Praces 
- cent, 

that gave me ſuck, perſwading me to exenyls 
deny Chriſt, I would not. movent. 

Peter though a Friend and Diſci- 
ple of Chriſt, yet when he prov'd 
a Tempter, Chriſt faith unto him, 
Get thee bebind me, Satan, TI can- 
not. omit that excellent Paſlage x... 
of Mr. Swinnock, that Laborious of making 
and Pijous Divine, concerning Wo 
Love to God, being as followeth : neſs, pag, 
I wiſh ("ſince Love is the greateſt 333 
thing my Saviour can give, for God 
is Love, and the greateſt which 1 
can give my Saviour,) that his love 
to me may be refleFed back again z 
that my chiefeſt Love may be as 4 
Fountain ſeal'd up to all others, and 
broached onely for him who is alto- 
gether lovely, that IT may hate Fa+ 
ther, Mother, Wife, Child, Houſe and 
Land, out of Love to him: that 
many Waters of Afﬀiition may not 
quench this Love, but rather like 
ſnufſers make this Lamp to burn the 
brighter. 


C 3 Again, 


Apain, 


(30) 


Doeſt thou love Chriſt 


CO Young man) above thy Eſtate 
or this preſent World 2 Haſt thou 
put thy Love to Chrilt in one 


Ballance, 


Mr; Francis Xavarias 
counſePd John the 
Third, King of Portu- 
gal, ro meditate eve- 
ry day, a quarter of 
an hour upon this 
Text: What ſhall it 
profit a man to gain 
the whole World, and 
boſe his own Soul, Mark 
8. 36 ? 


and thy Love to the 
World in another ; and 
doth thy Love to,Chrilt 
weigh T2 Lov 
tothe World? orisnot 
thy Caſe like the young 
Man in theGoſpe], who 
was Chriſts Hearer, but 


not his Follower: When 
Chriſt ſaid unto him, 


Sell all and give to the Poor; it 


is ſaid, Abiit triftis, he went a- 
way ſorrowfull, Mat. 19.22. Doth 
the World lye nearer thy heart 
than Chriſt? How then doſt thou 
love Chriſt above all things what- 


ſoever ? 


The Ap 


Ale Pau; Of more eſteem unto thee than 
carryed 
the Image of Chriſt in his heart as a Saint, the Meſſage 
Chriſt in his mouth as a Miniſter, and the Mark of Chr 
in bis body 4s a Martyr. 


Again, Is Chriſt (O young Man) 


h 


thy 
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thy Life ? canſt thou lay it down 
for his ſake? His Love to thee 


w: was ſtronger than Death, is thy 

ne | Love to him ſtronger than Life? 

he © can wicked Men be content to 

1d |} fufter for their Luſts, and will not 

TY BG ſuffer for Chriſt ? 

= Heroick Luther hath an Ex- 

ot {| pr<fiion, and indeed it is like 

ng himſelf: IT would rather (faith he) 

ho Nl ** « Aartyr than 4 Monarch. And 

at | he ſame ſaid again, Diſce mori xt 

en | 2ivat Chriſti Gloria : Learn to 

\ | 4ie that the Glory of Chriſt may 

- live. ' 

_ Such who do preferre Chriſt, Me wy 

th || {hink not much to die for him 54.5 5 

rt | 2nd that it is fo, ſee it confirm'd « faning 

21 © 12 this Cloud of Witnefſles. The — 

it. | Prophet Tſaiah was kill'd with aCanaanis 
Saw, Jeremiah with Stones, Amos} may a 

n) with an Iron-barre, and St. Luke Wilders 

an | was hanged on an Olive-tree: Sons, and 


WU th 
that this 1s clear, he who preferres,, 


C 4 an 


his Life before Chriſt, is not wor- dd 
thy of him, He that with Judss of Hell 
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and Spire will rather fin than ſuf- 
fer, - muſt with them ſuffer a Hell 
on this fide of Hell. 

Secondly, Fearing God above 
all things whatſoever. Thou fear- 
eſt thy Father and Mother, thy 
Maſter, and ſuch who have the 
Rule over thee ; but doeſt thuu 
fear thy Maker 2 How many, [I 
tear, {eſpecially Young men) may 
T find tardy in this? Why now 
to remember thy Creator above 
all things whatſoever, is to fear 
him; and to fear him above all 
things whatſoever, is to fear him 
in an otherguiſe manner than one 
Mortal fears another. Civil or 
Natural Ditterence among us here 
below, commandeth proportion- 
able Reverence, and if ſuch Reve- 
rence be due from one Creature 
to another, when they are all 
made of the ſame coarſe earthly 
Mould, and muſt all be buried 
in the bowels of their common 
Mother, the Earth 3 when there 
1s 


(33) 
is no Eſſential, but onely an Ex- 
trinſecal difference between them: 
What Fear and Reverence then 
is due from us poor duſt and aſhes 
to the God of the Spirits of all 
Fleſh, the King of Kings, and the 
Lord of Lords, between whom 
and his Creatures there is an inft- 
nite diſtance / O be perſwaded 
(above all things) to fear that glo- 
rious and fearfull Name, The Lord 
thy God. That Name which is 
the greateſt prop of thine Aﬀi- 
ance, commandeth thy Fear and 
Reverence, when thou heareſt: 
In the fear of God give Audience 
to bis Word; Acts 13. 16. Poor Conflan- 


Peaſants ſhould tremble when this mtg 
Prince is ſpeaking. It becomes the when 
greateſt Perſon to be awfull ing," * 

. » 
Gods Preſence, more than in the wad 
preſence of any other. Abraham, —_ 
who had the honour and favour or of bis 

Chair 

State, and ſtand up for a while, being affeFed, and (it A. 
be) terrified with the Word, inſymuch that his Conrtiers were 
amnazed, becauſe ſuch a poſture did not became ſo bigh a places 
Enſeb. de vir, Conſtant, 1. 3. C. 17+ 


to 


Tanti re- Luther prayed with Confidence 
verentia as to a Father, but with Reve- 


fiducia ur beſt but a Begger, and a proud 
þ amice. Jezrt will not ſuit a Beggers purſe, 


(34) 
to be Gods Friend, yet when 
God ſpake to him, fell on his face, 
Gen. 17.3. Moſes, though high in 
the Heart of God, yet 1s humble 
when he hears from God 3 He 
bowed his Head towards the Earth 
and worſhips, Exod. 34. 8. 

And ſo when thou prayeſt, put 
up thy Petitions to God with a 
great deal of Trepication, know- 
ing that though thou takeſt upon 
thee to ſpeak unto the great God 
of Heaven and Earth, yet {till 
thou art but Duſt and Aſhes. 


rence as to a God. Thou art at 


The Eaſtern Chriſtians when they 
called on God, threw themſelves 
on the ground. 

The Lord will give Grace and 
Glory; no good thing will he with- 
bold from them that walk uprightly, 
Pal. 84. 11, 


God 
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God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth«vnris- 
Grace to the humble. _ 
God ſets himſclt in battel-array 
againſt a proud man as the Greek, 
word emphatically figmtfies;- 
To this man will I look, even, 
to him that is poor, and of a con- pris of 
trite ſpirit, and trembleth at my = qui 
Word, Ifa. 66. 2. pars 


; Jam pec- 
catis ſue offenderunt, ac proinde trepidant, quum cogitant 
ſe damnationem eternam eſſe meritos. Pilcar» in loc, 


Again, when thou approacheſt 
to the Lords Supper, 1s another 
ſpecial time when Gad ſhould be 
more than ordinarily reverenced 
and feared, This 1s Myſterinm tre- 
mendum, a Myltery to be trem- 
bled at. Read that excellent Scri- _ Fans 
pture, Let #5 have Grace whereby ——_— 
we may ſerve bim acceptably with meaaag. 
reverence and godly fear, for our 2m oy 
God is a conſuming fire, Heb, 12. q8ew i 
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This holy Fear and Trembling 
it is that graceth all our perfor- 
mances, and makes them acceprta- 
ble unto God, 

Thirdly, 0beying God above 
all things whatſoever. All Service 
muſt be denyed, rather than Gods 
muſt be neglected: Not that I 
would hs encourage Servants 
unto Neglect in their Maſters Em- 
ploy, that is not my drift ; that 
which I would have Servants and 
all do, 1s ſerving and obeying God 


ina right manner, And now God 
1s obey'd and ſery'd ina right man- 
ner, and above all things what- 
ſoever, | | 

Firſt, When he isſerv'd ſancere- 
ly and without the mixtures of hy- 
19795, pocriſe. A little leaven leavencth 


17 
AJ) 


Eſax the whole lump, 1 Cor. 5.6. 
mourn- 


ed, Judas My Son give me thy Heart, Prov. 


confeſſed, 23+ 26, 
Abab 
humbled himſelf in duſt, and Cain ſacrificed, but none of 
theſe were accepted with Gad, becauſe the root of. the 
matter Was not in them. 
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'Tis the Heart that God looks 
at, the Heart that God requires, 
and the Heart it is that makes the 
Service acceptable, and ſhews the 
ſincerity of him that performs it. 
My Son give me thy heart; not 
lend methy Ear, or aftord me thy 
Tongue. A Sacrifice unto God 
without the Heart, is an abomina-« 
tion unto him» *T hate your Enrnt- 
Offerings, my Soul nauſeates your 
ſolemn Aſſemblies. Odi Dianos, &* 
dona ferentes. Bring me no more 
vain Oblations ; i3ga ee dex, 
4 * cine. Hypocrifie ſpoyls eve- 


invenoms every Mercy. It fuch 
an one Pray, *tis eſteemed How!l- 
ing 3 if he Mourn, 'is hanging 
down the head like a Bulruſh; if 
he Sacrifice, 'tis cutting off a Dogs 


Blaze, a crackling of Thorns un- 
der the Pot. 

Secondly, When he 1s ſerv'd, not 

| with 


Neck, if he Rejoyce, 'tis but a 


Danaos 


ry Prayer, ſoyls every Ordinance, Hhhoorina 


ſtains and diſcolours every Duty, videri 
wiſtum. 


with a ſervile, but with a filial 
Fear ; when he 1s ſerv'd, not with 
conſtraint, but willingly and chear- 


Thy people ſhall be wil- 
ling in the day of thy 
power, Pal, 110. 3. 
Hebr., Wllingneſſes , 
the Abſtract, and in 
the Plural Number, 
See Pſal. 68. 10. As 
if the Holy Gho# could 
not ſpeah enough how 
willing they are, to 
note exceeding great 
willingneſs to ſubmit t9 
every Commandment of 
the Lord; or it may 
fignifie Free-will 0Of- 
ferings,voluntary Obla- 
Hlons, Jun, & ali!, 


(33) 


fully. God loves a wil- 
ling Servant. Religion 
ſhould be full of Alacri- 
ty. Heavenly Duties 
and ſpiritual Performan- 
ces are to flow freely 
from the Soul, like 
thoſe voluntary drops 
that come ſweating 
from the Honey-comb 
of its own accord, with- 
out any preſſing or 
cruſhing. It is onely 


the Dregs of Obedience that will 
not come forth without ſqueez- 
ing and wringing. The better any 
thing 1s, the more freely doth it 
diftuſe it ſelf. If therefore you 
would ſerve God as you ſhould 
do, ſerve him with a chearfull 
Fear; becauſe Cheartulneſs puts 
a gloſs and luſtre upon Religion, 
and makes it amiable even in the 


eyes of the world, Third- 
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Thirdly, When he is ſerved unj- 
verſally, 1n all reſpects, in Holi- 
neſs towards God, in Righteouſneſs 
towards man. 

Then ſhall T not be aſhamed, when 
Thave reſped unto all thy Command- 
ments, Plal. 119. 6. 

How many are there that pick 
and cull their Duties, and ſo in- 
deed ſerve not the will of God, 
but their own Choyce? That an- 
ſwer the Lord with halt-Obedi- 
ence, like the Eccho, which makes 
not a_perfe& Reſpondence of the 


Voice, but of ſome part thereof ? 
Many make ſuch a difference a- Our Ove- 


mongſt the Tables, as if onely Qeree 


one fide, or one part were of complear. 
Gods writing; The Man that 

(like Aerippa) doth but almoſt 
Believe, almoſt Repent, almoſt 
Obey, that man ſhall be ſav'd pro- 
portionably, al-2oſt. 

Fourthly, When he 1s ſerv'd con- 
ſtantly; not now and then ad- 
mitting Ceffations, but all the 

dayes 


WW 


but end 
well. 
Finit co- 
ronat 
Opus. 


Rea. 1. 


« muſt dayes of our Lite, conſtantly in all 


not only Eſtates, unto the End, Col. I. 10, 
begin well 
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[ have done with Explication, and 
ſo have ſhewed you the Import 
of Kemembring your Creator, as it 
lies before you in the Text and 


Dodrine. The Second part of | 


the Amplification will be Confir- 
214tion, which ſhall conliſt of fe- 
veral Scripture-Reaſons. 

Firſt, Above all things what- 
ſoever, we mult not forget, but 
Remember our Creator, becauſe He 
hath commanded as: Remember 
thy Creator. Doth 1t become a 
Child when commanded, to di- 
{pute his Fathers Command ? Is 
it not his Father that commands 
him, and therefore he mult doit ? 
Why, is not God the Father of 
us all by Creation, and are we 
not obliged to Obey him? The 
Wind and Seas do obey him, and 
ſhall We turn Rebels? All Crea- 
tures pay Homage unto him, and 
ſhall Man refuic 2 Doth the Oxe 
know 


in all 
«boy 
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port 
as 1t 
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Lie 
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know his Owner, and the Aſs bis 
Maſters Crib; Iſa.1.3. And ſhall 
not we whom God hath endow- 
ed with Reaſon, and made capaces 
Religionis, capable of Religion ? 
Are all the Creatures at Gods 
beck, and ready to obey him 
whenſoever he deſireth it, and yet 
ſhall we ſpurn againſt him, provo- 
king him to wrath, and grieving 
his holy Spirit 2 Why cannot we 
find in our hearts to obey our 
Father, Creator and Lord ? Is he 
not our Sovereign, and have any 
gone on 1n a courſe of Rebel:ton 
againſt him, that did ever proſper ? 
F it not a vain thing to ſtand it 
out with God, or contend with 
the Almighty > Would it not be 
more advantagious to lay down 
the Weapons, and crie peccaviz 
than to wreſtle and be foyl'd, 
fight and be kill'd ? Is it not bet« 
ter to remember our Friend, that 
he may remember us, when the 
proudeſt and molt ambitious 

D (hall 
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ſhall e're long ſee their need of 
him. 

Rea. 2. Secondly, We mult not forget, 

Religion but above all things Remember 

firſt in our Creator, becauſe It is the End 

_ of our Creation, Man was made 

is now tO love, ſcrve and obey his Ma- 

become Ker, and God hath made him ca- 
laſt in : Ws 

mans ex. Pable, though now by Sin de- 

ecution. venerated. 

Rea. 3. Thirdly, God who made us, 

oo OO deſtroy us; our Creator 1s our 

eaſily - Preſerverz as we had our Being 

look - from God, fo on him doth our 

Grave, & Being depend. The ſame Power 

trown us that made the World, upholds 

into Hell he World; the ſame God that 
made us out of nothing, can make 
us into nothing : It concerns us 
therefore that all of us do ſee to 
this main thing, Remember thy 
Creator. Are we not in Gods 
hands, as the Clay 1s 1n the hanes 
of the Potter 3; we are his Crea- 
turcs, and he may do with us what 


he plcaſeth, and who ſhall gain- 
oy 
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fy or oppoſe him in the leaſt? 
Let us now therefore deferre no 
longer, but remember and call to 
mind our Holy Creator, leſt he 
becomes ſo angry as not to be pa- 
cified, but to deltroy us for ever- 
more. 
Fourthly, God is a bountiful 
BerefaFpr, he feeds us, cloaths us, 
and gives us Houſe-room, and 
therefore not to remember him, 
is double Ingratitude, God ſhew- 
ed Mercy unto thee before thou 
could(t underſtand it; he prevent- 
e thee with Bleflings, before 
thou could(ſt defire them. When He ©; a 
thou waſt in the Womb, hi. 
Bounty embrac'd thee; when of 2 Man, 
thou hangedſt on thy Mothers 2 wil 
h _—_ OT lervVe 
Breaſt, he did care for thee, How that God 
many years are paſt, in which whoſe 
thou walſt not ? yet God erected gs 
this Houſe of thy Body for thee z Moment- 
gave thee a Reaſonable Soul , 
made thee a Man and not a Stone 
Or a Scrpent 3 And yet ryilt thou 
F 2 
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not love this God, take delight 
in this God, fear this God, ſerve 
and obey this God? Is it not in 
and by him that thou liveſt, mo- 
veſt and haſt thy being? Is not 
the Aire which thou breathelt in, 
his? Is not the Night and Day 
his, whoſe Intercourles ſerve for 
thy Labour and Reſt? Is not the 
Earth his, whoſe Fruits do nou- 
riſh thee moſt plentifully 2 Yea 
doth not this Benefactor wonder- 
tully form, turniſh and conſerve all 
the Creatures for thy ſake, ſome 
whereof ſerve to obey thee, ſome to 
nouriſh thee, ſome to cloath thee, 
ſome to cure thee, ſome to chaſtiſe 
thee;but all of them to teachand in- 
form thee ? What ſayeſt thou now, 
wilt thou refolve to think now 
and then on this prectous Crea- 
tor of ours? Muzzle not, I be- 
ſeech you, the mouth of Conſci- 
ence, but give it leave to ſpeak 
its mind freely. 


Fifthly, We ſhould not forget, 
ut 
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but above all things remember our 
Creator, becauſe he 1s our Re- 
deemrer alſo, We do not onely 
owe unto God our Creation, Su- 
ſentation, but Redemption Iike-, ok 
wiſe, So that thou maylt ſay, Tof re- 
was in the jaws of Hell, but thou dempri- 
0 God didſt pluck me out by the ny —_ 
Blood of thy Son 5 I was the ſlave — a 
of Satan, but thy Grace hath deli- gre 
ver d me out of his power : T owethanCre- 
unto thee more than I can perform 
for my Creation, how then ſhall 7 
do to repay thee for my Redemption? 
The loſt Sheep thou haſt deliver'd 
cut of the Claws of the infernal Wolf. 
The fugitive Slave thou haſt brought 
ont of the Priſon of Hell. The loſt 
Groat thou haſt ſought out with great 
carefulneſs., In Adam TI fell, and 
thou haſt erefed me. In Adam I 
was captivated, but thou haſt ſet 
me at liberty. In Adam I was loſt, 
and again thou haſt ſaved me. 

Sixthly and laſtly, we muſt not 
ſorget, but above all things what- 

D 3 loever 
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God 15 whatſoever Remember our Crea- 
qu et 4« ror, becauſe OUr chiefeſt Happineſs 
_—_ and Felicity conſilts therein, God 
SC hoo! & 1s the ſu; 41184777 bonun, and it we 
ipeak) would be happy, it muſt be by 
me Pre ſt] him, ferling and ſtayi 
per, qui- . reſting in him, fetling and ſtay ing 
the heart on hi mz not the Crea- 
Centre of ture but the Creator is the Souls 
the Soul, Centre: The Soul 1s 1mmortal, 
himalone 2d nothing can ſatisfie it but God 
can it who is immortal. 
truely 


reſt, Thy Soul nothing can ſatiate 
But God who did thy Soul create, 


The Needle of the Compals trem- 
bles till it turns to the North 
Pole. There is in Man a Natural 
Pulſe that beats after Happineſs. 
Nozhs Dove could find no rcſt 
for the ſole of her foot, till ſhe 
in þ pay to the Ark. Return unto thy j 
al 2 Reſt, O my Sorl, Plal. 1 16.7. There 
'D., Kan impoſhbility of finding true 
RcEſt, Solace, and Satisfaction of 
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Sonl any where but in God, and 

with God alone. You may as ſoon 

find Lite in Death, or Light in 

Darkneſs, as Reſt for your Souls 

any where but in God alone. -On 

the tranſitory things of this world 

the Soul often ſeeks for Reſt, but 

finds it not, why 2 Becauſe the 

Soul is more worthy than all the 

Creatures. God is the End where- 

unto the Soul was created : Far 

it was made after the Image of 

God 3 therefore it cannot be quiet 

and at reſt but in its End, that 15s, 

in God. As the Soul is the Lite ot 

the Body, fo is God the Lite of 

the Soul. And where wilt thou Tu banum 

20, Sinner ? thou canſj not find 9% nd; 
£e 5 bous, 

Reſt here below 1n any thing At ſemper 

all, Can Sin give reft, that is the 9:4 

gJreate! {t Evil in the wor ria > Can aloud 16d 

that owe reſt, that is the Cauſe qe 

of all the Confuſions and De {ula- hy 

tions that are in the world? Caft 


that give Reſt, that was the firſt 


and onely cauſe and Founder of 
Hell : r 
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Hell? Can that give reſt, that 
makes us like the Devil, that reſt- 
leſs Spirit? will you have recourſe 
to the good things of this world, 
to Creature-comforts and Enjoy- 
ments; to Friends, Relations, E- 
ſtate, and the like? The Creatures 
( ſayes a worthy Divine) are not 
good ;, at leaſt they are not the Soul: 
good; nothing (ſays he) but an in- 
finite Godhead can allay your hun- 
ger after Happineſs. And fo ano- 
ther 3 The underſtanding, Will and 
Aﬀetions are ſuch a Triangle, as 
that nothing but the Trinity can fill 
"up them. Dura ſunt omnia, 
Pon fp fir "OO tu ſolus requies: All 
wm, Ul; exulto om- things (ſayes Auſtin) are 
C603 thar Jill of trouble and diff 
made me (ſaith Avg ) culty ; Thou alone, 0 God, 
qnd he 1s My Good, + the true Reſt. All 
and in him do I exulr 
and rejoyce. things on this fide God 
have their Mixtures, 
they have a dark as well as a 
bright {fide : Is not our Wine mixt 
with Water, our Honey with Gall, 
our 
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our Sugar with Wormwood, and 
our Roſes with Prickles 2 But now 
God is every way a pureand im- 
mixed Good ; He is all Light, 
Love, Sweetneſs and Holineſs, 
Dews mens, Vita ma, Dulcedo 
mea, &c. O my God, my Life, my 
Sweetneſs ! ſaith Angnſtine, Why 
then ſhould we ſceke Happt- 
neſs in thoſe -things that cannot 
eive us Health, or Strength, or 
Eaſe, or a good Nights Relt, or 
an Hours Sleep, or a good Sto» 
mach, 


The Application of ihe firſt DoFrine, 


It will be of great Uſe unto us 
by way of Reprchenhon, Exhorta- 
tion and Commendation. 

Firſt, By way of Reprehenſion 3 
if this be ſo, then ſuch are to be 
Reproved that neither remember 
God or his Atercies, whoſe Minds 
are fill'd with Vanity, and ſwell 
therewith, but God and his Mer- 

CIE$ 


Uſe I; 


Oſe 2, 
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cies are out of their Thoughts. 

Secondly, By way of Exhortati- 
on; we who have given God but 
little of our Time,Strength and ſu- 
perior Powers, let us now begin ; 
For ſhame let us not live longer 
in the world without God and 
Chriſt ; how comfortleſs and dan- 
gerous 1s it? Some of us have 
liv'd a great while, and yet have 
not made choyce of our chiefelt 
Good, but are as far from it 
as when we came firſt into the 
world. 

Thirdly, You who hare call'd 


n upon God betimes, and do ſerve, 


love and obey him, are to be com- 
mended: and whatſoever Repu- 
tation or Fame ye may get among 
men, yet know this is your high- 
eſt Dignity, that you Know God, 
Obey God, Love God, and Walk 
with God. This Man fears God, 
1s an Encomin indeed, 
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The Second Doctrine is this : 


There is great Reaſon why we ſhould Do&.2; 


Remember our Creator in the 
dayes of our Touth , even while 
we are young, and ' before Old 
Age overtakes us. 


And this I ſhall endeavour to 
make obvious in theſe ſeveral par- 
ticulars. 


Firſt, Becauſe your Creator re- Rea, 1. 


qtires 1t. Young men, God calls 
upon you, ſaying, Remember your 
Creator in the dayes of your Touth. 
Young men, Miniſters call upon 
you, ſaying, Remember your Crea- 
tor in the dayes of your Touth. 
Young men, Good Company calls 
upon you, ſaying, Remember your 
Creator in the dayes of your Touth. 
Angels deſire it, the Spirit ſtrives 
Chriſts Invitation is, Come ;, the 
Goſpel cries, Now 3 and what, will 
you rather liſten unto Satan ? will 


nothing prevail with you? Shall 
| God 
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God, call for your Youth, and 
will you deny it? How can ye 
think then to proſper ? As there- 
fore you would tender your own 
ſafety, anſwer like the Eccho; 
Lord' doeſt thou call for m 

Youth? O take it then, and # fam. 
thee too; for what is there in me 
that ſhould attra&t God, and make 
him accept of me ? My Youth, is 
it not full. of Levity, Wanton- 
neſs and Vanity ? AmT not all 
over corrupt, from the Crown of 
the Head unto the ſole of the 


Foot, full of wounds, bruiſes and 
putrifying Sores? AmT 
not ( eſpecially conſ1- 
follows his Maſter, fo dering me in my Yourh) 


Fuventutis aſſecla eſt 
ftultitiaz as a Page 


2 7 gn ——- as an untamed Beaſt ? 
Eccleſiaſt, all my Actions being 


Vicina lafſibus eft A- | 
avleſcentia : Youth js raſh and rude, and no 


the Age Whereunto Good in me can be 


menare necreſt, and fqund at all; my Af 
moſt ready to fall; : : 
witneſs the Prodigal, tections being ſtrong, 


are impatient of Re- 
| proof and Correttion, they will 
not 
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not ſubmit their ſhoulders taythe 
Yoke of God, but like wild ſhee- 
Aſſes they ſnuffe up the wind, 
and deſpiſe the Hunter. Satan 
hath Temptations ſuited to every 
Age: And the Age whereupon 
he works moſt buſily, and 
vails moſt mightily, is Youth. The 
Deyil he is for the prime of our 
Dayes, and God he is for the 
_ of our Dayes, and who 
ath the moſt right, God or the 
Devil? ſurely God, thy Conſci- 
ence will ſay : But yet how ma- 
ny ( notwithſtanding this) are 
there that give their young and 
luſty years unto the Prince of the 
Aire, the God of this World, who 
allures them ſo to doe, by telling - 
them that their 01d, withered and 
decrepit Age is good enough to 
ſerve God. But Iniquity many 
times 15 repaired with a propor- 
tionable Plague, that becaule they 
will not give their young Years 
unto the Lord, he will not _ 
the 
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the ſervice of their Old Aye, but 
cuts them away, (yea, which 1s 
moſt fearfull, in their fins) and 
lets them never come to the Ho- 
nour of a hoary head. Will ye 
now Young Men, hearken unto 
this, and flee Youthftull Lufts ; 
God requires the Cream of your 
dayes. In the Law he required 
unto himſelf the Firſt-fruits, Lev. 
2.14. Wheat beaten out of the green 
Fars; to fignifie that he will be 
ſervd with the Firſt-fruits of our 
green and flouriſhing Age. 

Rea, 2, Secondly, Remember your Cre- 
ator 1n the dayes of your Youth, 
becauſe too ſoon you cannot Re- 
member him. Nunquam ſera eſt ad 
bonos mores via: The way to be 
Good is never too late. F am ſure 
the way to be Good, 1s never to 
ſoon; and though Divines do 
ſay, a True Repentance is never 
too late, yet a late Repentance 
1s ſeldom true, True Repentance 
(without doubt ) cannot be too 

late : 


(s5) 


latez but then, late Repentance 
is very ſuſpicions, being ſeldom 
true: Could we have ſerved God 

in our Mothers Womb, yet we ' 
could not ſerve him too ſoon. 
And thoſe who hall ſcrve him to 
Eternity , cannot ſerve him too 
much. Hark, young men, hark, 
but let it not amaze yous We can 
never ſerve God too ſoon, becanſe he 
lov'd us from Fternity; and we 
cannot ſerye him too much becauſe 
he loves ns to Fternity. Never 
fear thy ſetting out too foan, for 
the ſooner the welcomer, and toa 
ſoon thou canſt not be. The con- 
ſideration of this methinks {hould 
perplex the Aged that have loſt 
their time, and ſpur on ſuch who 
are in their full vigour and 
ſtrength, and texzpys commodunt, 
they have for God, Know, you 
who are here preſent, and yet 
ſhall not put 1n practice what has 
been told you, will have nothing 
to ſay for your ſelves. You can- 
nor 
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not ſerve- God too ſoon, why 

then do you not begin, run, and 
keep on in that way ? 

Ree. 3, Thirdly, Remember your Crea- 
tor in the dayes of your Youth, 
becauſe it is a Time that is moſt 
Acceptable. Now is the acceptable 
time, Now is the day of Salvation, 
2 Cor. 6. 4. Upon this Monoſyl- 
lable Now, ( faith one) depends 
Eternity. As there 1s a preſent 
Time, lo there is a preſent Truth 

Thegreatto lay hold on. The time of our 

weighrof Youth is the onely time to lay 

hangs ” hold on Eternal Life, and to make 

- ſurrender of our ſelves unto 

wire of God and Jeſus Chrilt, When we 

Time. take a far Journey, 1t 1s requilite 
that we have the Morning before 
us. Sirs, to goe from Earth to 
Heaven is a great Journey, let 
us then be carefull to ſet out in 
the Spring and Morning of our 
Age ; defterre not till thou beeſt 
Old, but walk while thou haſt 
Light, leſt the Darkneſs and rt 
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SE. 
of QId 'Age and [Death-overtake 
thee, when na-man can work. it 
therefore, young Men, you would 
ever be ſerviceable to God, let it 
be while your {ſtrength laſts, and 
before it quite fails. Give not 
the Devil the Prime, ' Bud, Bloſ- 
ſome, Flower of your Age,/.and 
the-Cream, of your dayes, and in 
your Old Age ( when you gan 
do nothing ) offer your ſelves to 
God; as it he were bound to have 
you: then, and onely then when 
the Devil has' done with you 2 
And 'O unreaſonable Creature, 
that haſt nothing.-for thy Maker. 
but. the Devils Leavings, viz. Old 
Age, a Receptacle af all manner 
of Maladies ! Behold, the wrinck- 
led Face, rotten Teeth, ſtinking 
Breath, withered with Drienef, 
dim'd with Blindneſs, abſurded 
with Deafneſs, overwhelm'd with 
vickneſs, and bowed together 
with Weakneſs,- having no uſe of 
any ſenſe but: the-{enſe of Pan; 
E There- 
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Dunvires Therefore ( ſaid the Wiſe-man) 
ſinus, te. Remember thy Creator in the dayes 
lerate la- of thy Youth, while the evil dayes 
_ come not, nor the years draw nigh 
niet tacito when thou ſhalt ſays 1 hawe No plea- 
eo ſure in them; And ſo the Wiſe- 
we. Ovid, man goes on, Allegorically de- 
ſcribing Old Age; ſhewing the 
Miſeries that do attend theſame; 

a little whereof you may take no- 

tice of, for: the quickening you 

unto an Improvement of, your 

Time while ye are young. While 

the Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, 

or the Stars be not darkened, nor 

the Clouds return after the Rain : 
Shewing hereby, that in Old Age 

all the Abilities of the Mind ſhall 

be decayed : The Clouds return af- 

ter the rain; As 1n Winter, one 

Evil following another. 7x the 

day when the Keepers of the Houſe 

ſhall tremble, ) The Hands and 

Arms prove crazy. And the ſtrong 

men ſhall bow themſelves; | The 
Thighs and Leggs ſhall bend ; 

cr 


(59) 
der us. And the Grinders ceaſe, 
becauſe they are few 3 Dentes mo- 
lares. Teeth ceaſe. And. thoſe 
that Iook. out of the Windowes be 
darkened ;) The Eyes darkened 
and dimm*d with Blindneſs. And 
the Doors ſhall be ſhut in the ſtreets; | 
Their Maladies ſo noyſome, that 
none can come to vilit them. And 
he ſhall riſe up at the voyge of the 
Bird 37] That is, take little reſt; 
the chirping of a Bird, or any little 
thing ſhall awake and diſturb him. 
And all the daughters of Muſick ſhall 
be brought low 3”) This may be 1n- 
terpreted by comparing it with 
2 Sam. 19.35. Man goeth to his 
long home; | Comp. Job 30.23. and 
Iſa. 26.4. Or ever the ſilver Cord 
be looſed ; } Some interpret it of 
the Marrow, others of the Sinews. - 
Or the golden Bowl be broken, or the 
Pitcher be broken at the Fountain ;] 
The Liver is the Fountain of 
Blood, the Heart of Spirits, theſe 
loſe their drawing and diſtributing 
Power, E 2 Theſe 
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Theſe things conſidered, wiz, 
the Inconvemencies of Old Age, 
and the Fitneſs of Youth for the 
Service of his Creator, ſhould 
( methinks ) prevail with young 
men-to- live henceforth not unto 
themſelves, but unto their Crea- 
Fuveri ©Or and Redeemer, The time of 
paran- Touth is Seed-time, The Proverb 
dum, ſell 5, Touth.layes in, and Age lives 

utendum, - < 
Sen, , upon it: The one ſowes, the other 
reaps. Now is your Market-time, 
in which, if ye be wiſe, ye may 
make a happy Exchange of Earth 
for Heaven, of a Valley of Tears 
for a Paradiſe of Delights. Young 
Men, conſider, you are now Flow- 
Primizie Ers 1n the bloom; your Friends 
z-rre, & Delight, your Countreys Hope ; 
Prim;.4* It lycth very much in your Sphere, 
Deeſacre, to be ether a Crown of Rejoyce- 
ing to them, or to bring down 
their Gray hairs with forrow to 
the Grave. But I dare not en- 

large. 

Kee, 4.  Foutrthly, Remember your Crea: 
- Tor 
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ator in the dayes of your Youth, be- 
cauſe if thou thinkelt of deferring 
till 014 Age, it is a queltion whe-' 
ther thou maylt ;ve jo long; be- 
{1des the Inconveniences of Old 
Age, which I have told you, (as 
above written, ) The Beſt of us 
cannot promiſe our ſelves a day. 


"The preſent Time 1s onely ours ; 


the Marrow we axe not ſure of. 
Take Time therefore by the Fore- 
lock, and cry not Cras, Cras, tO 
Morrow, to Morrow; Manna 
malt be gathered in the Morning 
the Oricnt Pearl is generated by 
the Morning Dew. Kkgregious tol- 
ly it 15 to procraſtinato and put 
oft to: the laſt : 

At tu dum prima ſluret tibi tempuris et as, 
Urere, Tib. 

Improve. your Time while you 
are Young. 


Fifthly, Remember your Creater Rea, 5. 


in the dance of your. Youth, becauſe 
the Day of Grace may heve its Sun- 


ſet on a ſudden: Thou maylt live 
* Per- 
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perhaps to an Old Age, but the 

Day of Grace may not laſt ſo long, 

Now the Goſpel is preached , 
Chriſt crucified ſet forth, the al- 
FR ſtance of the Spirit 

It is oblerved, that > \ 

the Seaſon of Grace / ottered, and the Gates 
is call'd bur « Day, of Heaven opened to 
nor,s Month, Week entertain youz O therc- 
* TheSeafon of Grace fore Now, To day if ye 


(faith one) is a Sum- ,. - | ; ; 
mers day for Clear- will hear his voyce, Heb. 


neſs, bur a Winters 3- To. It ro day thou 


day for Shortneſs. - G 
Caeſar's deferringto ſay{t thou wilt not pray, 


read his Lerter be- tO MOTITOW thou mayſt 


mn to ſay thou canſt not pray. 
him his Life, Now therctore, zow, as 
you would tender the 

good of your own Souls, work 
apace 3 you have the Sun- ſhine of 

the Goſpel, but a Cloud will 
come: While the Sun therefore 

doth ſhine, cock your Hay, ſhock 

your Corn; wanton not away 

your Summer, leſt you begge mn 
Winter : The Night indeed 1s for 
fleeping, but the Day (eſpecially 

a Sun-ſhine Day, a clear Day,”) 15 


for 
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for working. One being in a fit 
of Anger, a perſon ſaid unto him, 
Domine, Sol ad Occaſum ; The Sun 
is going down. .It the Sun muſt 
not godown upon our Wrath, let 
it not go down upon our Loy- 
terin 

Sixthly, If you have your Life Rea.6, 
prolonged, and the Means. of 
Grace continued, yet if no more 
gales of the Spirit be afforded, 71 yrd 
what art thou the nearer? When?s as the 
Gods Spirit blows upon us, WE gpirt is 
ſhall go full Sail; to, Heaven. It 1s the 
good [triking therefore while the —_ 
Iron 1s hot, - and .lanching out Spirir is 
while Wind and Tide ſerve ; open ip A Vas 
all thy Sails to every breath. and bf in the 
gale of Gods Spirit : Welcome/ence. 
every Suggeltion, reverence eve- 
ry Dictate, cherifh every Illapſe 
of this bleſſed Monitor. Let eve- 
ry Inſpiration find thee as the Seal 
doth the Wax, or the Spark_the 
Tinder. 


Seventhly and laſtly, Rexzember Rea. 7, 
E 4 your 
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your Oreator in the dayjes of your 
Youth, becauſe the-Promriſe is made 
unto Farly Seekers; Prov. 8. 17. 
They that ſeek, me Early, ſhall find 


Mes 


Application. 


Is there- good Reaſon why we 
ſhould Remember our Creator in 
the dayes of our Tonth 2 Then let 
my Meſlage to you ( O Young 
Men) this day be accepted. The 
Reaſonableneſs of my Meſlage I 
have ſhewed' in ſeveral Reſpects, 
Did 'T prefs 'yow'to things 'that 
might tend'to yotr hurt, it were 
ſorethitig 3/ bud I'am onely 'in- 
\ treating you''this day to be Kind 
afito your Souls, and make your 
peace with God :' While the dayes 
comme not, or the years draw nigh, 
when ye ſhall ſay, T have no pleaſure 
inthem. | 

The Refult of all therefore is ; 
Young men, Remember your Crea- 
for, by whom it is that you live, 

move, 


| let 
ung 


The 


ects, 
that 
vere 
''1N- 
Kind 
your 
dayes 
nigh, 
aſure 
e1s; 
Crea- 
live, 


(< _ 
move, and have your Being. For- 
get him nor, leſt he forget you, 
but ſeek him Early, and ye ſhall 
find him. Motives hereuntolT think 
very convenient. As, 


know that it is the Honourableſt 
taing in the world to Remember 
your Creator in the dayes of your 
Touth. Is it commendable for a 
Child to obey his Earthly Father, 
how much more commendable is 
it then for us to Obey our Hea- 
venly Father 2 Shun (O Young 
Men ) the Worlds Ambition, and 
make this your Ambition ( with 
good Joſiah) to ſet out. betimes ; 
with ſpiritual Tſaac, to give your 
ſclves to Meditation whlle' ye are 
young; with heavenly Jatob, to 
prize and ſeek the Bleſſing, while 
others-1n the uſe of their vain 
Sportslofe it 3 with King Solomgy, 
to know the Cod of your Fathex 
with righteous 0badiah, to fear 
the Lord from your Youth; and 
with 


Firſt, If Hozonr will ſway you, Mie 1. 
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with Ingenious Timothy, to know 
the Scriptures from a Child. And 
what a Cloud of young Wor- 
thies are here? and are they not 
Honoured, Renowned and made 
Famous, and that for their ſoo 
beginning 2 The like will be with 
you, Young men. Remember your 
Creator in the dayes of your Touth, 
and he will Honour you. But alas, 
how few are the number of theſe 
young Branches / 

How few are there of the Sons 
of Wiſdom, that being enticed by 
Men. conſent not / But how Ho- 
nourable is it (I ſay) for young 
Men, like Samuel, to miniſter and 
ſerve before the Lord while he 
was buc a Child / and how come- 
ly was the Carriage of thoſe Chil- 
dren that ſang Hoſanna's unto 
Chriſt! Contemplate often(Young 
men) theſe Looking-glaſles 3 imi- 
taje and copy out: theſe patterns 
and Preſidents; Beſides, King 
Fdward the Sixth, that Phenix of 
his 
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his time 3 that truely Noble Prince 
Henry, and the young Lord Har- 
rington with many others, who 
bloſlomed as the Almond-tree, be- 
times. 


Secondly, The longer you-neg- Motive 2, 


Ie&t, the more difficult will the ſet- 
ting upon your Duty be. Much 
Sloath and Procraſtination will at 
lait rake away the very Heart and 
[2clire of ſeeking God ; but now, 
Youth 1,nproved, will make the 
Performance of the Duty more 
ſacite, Opportnnity. improvd , 
(layes one) facilitates every Acti- 
on and Employment, making a 
work come oft {weetly, ſmoothly 
and with facility, It 1s as the Jay- 
ing of the Knife upon the Joynt, 
when we would divide the Bone, 
It is Wind and Tide to the Oars 
of Indultry. 


Thirdly, The more 2/rath you 3o1iee a 


will treaſure up unto your ſclves, 
by having more t1ns to rt” ws 
The fooner we begin, the lefs 1 

fha!l 
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fhall have to anſwer for ; but the 
longer we deferre, the-more we 
_ have to anſwer for. 
Fourthly, Young Men (hall 
come to Judgement as well as thoſe 
of riper years: You think that 
you have a Priviledge by your 
Ape; Youth mult have its courle, 
(lay ſome 3) they mult ſow their 
wild Oats. But now the Coun- 
ſel of the Spirit is otherwiſe. Ir 
the Mornino ſow thy Seed, and in 
the Fuen! na withhold not thy hand, 
for thou knoweſt not whether - ſhall 
proſper. And David doth 'tie up 
your untamed Age to the horns 
of the Altar, ſaying, That even 
Tou muſt c! eanſe ' your wayes, by ta- 
king heed thereto according to Gods 
Word. Think nor (I ay) be- 
caaſe you are Young, you ſhall 
be excuſed : For the dead, ſmall 
and 'great (hall ſtand before the 
Lord, and you that now take 
vour plcaſures, now, that for all 
that, ye {hall come to Judgement, 
and 
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and your Pleaſures ſhall have an 
End. Methinks that Scripture in 
the 11 of Eecclef. v.9. ſhould cool 
the Courage of ſuch Young men 
who go on in their Carer to Hell 
in the midſt of their Fleaſures. 
Rejoyzce, O young Man, in thy youth, 
and let thy Heart cheer thee in the 
dayes of thy youth, and walk in the 
wayes of. thy heart, and in the ſight 
of thine eyes 5 but know thou, that 
for all theſe things God will bring 
thee into Judgement. 


Fifthly, You will not Repent- 


that you have call d God to mind 
ſo ſoon. But thou ſhalt eſteem 
Gods Grace the more for it ; re- 
joyce in the ſenſe of it, and in 
Comfort conclude thy Lite when- 
ſoever God ſhall call thee hence. 

I would fain lay down ſome 
Cautions and Exhortations un- 
to the Young Men of this Agez 
which it obſerved by them, [ am 
confident would help them much 
in rexzembring of their great Crea- 
ror. 
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tor. But ſhould I doe this, it 
would make this little Book 
ſwell too much, which for the 
Poor's ſake I would prevent ; and 
yet a little tooT will venture. 

Firſt more gererally, have a care 
Young Men of laying a ſtreſs on 
Parentage, Birth, Education, Ci- 
vility, and your Natural Endow- 
ments: They are all but painted 
Shews of Righteouſneſs, and 
crack'd Titles to Heaven, Faith 
comes not by Birth, Generation, 
or Education; and he who is Gitt- 
ed, is not alwayes Bchieving. 

But ( Secondly) more particu- 
larly, I would caution you from 
theſe Vices, which tend much to 
the Corruption of Youth : 

Firſt, I would caution you 
from Love of the World. If any 
man love the World, the love of 
the Father is not in him, 1 Joh. 2. 
15: O let notthe World lye fo 
neer your Hearts, as it did to the 
Young Man's in the Goſpel, You 
can 
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can never Love your Creator ſo 
as to die for him, if the World 
get root in your Heart, Have a 
care (I beſeech you) of prefer- 
ring the Gifts of God before God 
himſelf. All Creatures that the 
Lord made, he made for Man, 
and Man for himſelf: But this is 
a fearfull Contempt of God and 
diſeſtimation of his Majeſty, when 
the Creature is better lov'd than 
God; as Fv4h for the love of an 
Apple loſt the love of the Lord; 
and Eſax for a Meſs of Pottage 
ſold his Birthright 3 and the Ga- 
darens counted their Swine more 
precious than the Son of God, 
Chriſt Jeſus. » He that loveth theſe 
bodily, worldly, and periſhing 
Riches, cannot love the ſpiritual, 
heavenly and eternal Riches. 


Love not this World, becauſe the vol; 


Devil is the God of it; love not 


ſunt in mundo, peribit Mandus, & omnia que ſunt in e9 


exirentur, *Ger. Meditate 


this 


J 
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this World, becauſe-it cools thy 

AﬀeCtions to God and the things 

of God. Love not this World, 


Amor 1*- becauſe it is the Bird-lime of ſpi- 


rum er- 


- renarum Titual Puniſhments 3 Love not this 


viſcis eſt 


ſpirnua- 


lium pe- 


Avg. 


World, becauſe the Love of the 
World is Enmity towards God, 
The Riches in this World are 
call'd Thick Clay, Hap. 2. 6. which 
will ſooner break the Back, than 
lighten the Heart. O that I could 
but diſſwade Young men from 
this. peccatrm peccatorum , fin of 
Earthly-mindedneſs. Conſider, O 
young Men, what Solomon ayes 
of this World, who knew as much 
as ever any did as to the ſweet- 
neſs of ſenſual pleaſures. - Three 
Advantages Solomon had above 
others to know the Vanity of the 
Creature. (1) In regard of his 
Wiſdome, 1 Kings 4. 29, 30. 
(2) Riches, 1 King. 10. 23. (3) In 
that he gave himſelf to make trial 
and Experience of the Creature: 
Yet, Vanity of Vanities ( faith the 

Preacher) 
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Preacher ) Yanity of Vanities, all 
is Vanity. 

Five times YVaxity, 1. Vanity, 
not vain onely, but Vanity it ſelf 
in the Abſtract, 2. Exceſſeve Va- 
nity; Vanity of Vanities, Hebraiſm, 
ſuperlative, by doubling he (ig- 
nifies xroft vain, imperfe, uncer« 
tein, tranſitory, void of Content, 
full of Grief. 3. An heap of Vas 
nities 5 Vanity of Vanities; an He- 
braiſm, and imports oft great 
Vanity. 4. An univerſal Propoſt- 
tion; all is Vanity. Fugiamus 
binc ubi nibil eſt, ubi inane eſt om- 
ne "6 magnificum putatur. Let 
us flye from this World, wherein 
is nothing but Vanity. Niþzl {6 
quidem a ſomni Vanitate differt re- 
rum preſentium figura , ſtove ille 
triſtes lint, (foe proſpere : The molt 
exccllent Shews of this Life are 
ut Dreams, which may affect for 

ttme, bur do vaniſh ſo ſoon as 
the man awaketh, And this 1g 
the firſt Caution, Love mot the 
F World. 


Witneſs 
Thomas 
Savage 
thar pe- 
nicent 
Sinner. 
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Torld. The Love of the World 
is an Obſtacle that muſt be re- 


' moved, where Love to Chriſt and 


to thy Soul (Young man) isto be 
ſhewn. 

Secondly, T would caution you 
from Evil Company. I know very 
well, that we are mighty apt to 
follow a Multitude to do Evil; 
I know that Youth, above all, is 
apt to keep Company, eſpecially 
bad Company. And how many 
have been bronght 'to Ruine 
thereby 2 Have not many at the 
Gallowes laid their fins at the 
Door of bad Company, forewarn- 
ing all to ſhun the ſame, and take 
Example by them, : Every man is 
as his Company : The Heathen 


could ſay, *Noſcitny ex comite giti 


#01 cognoſciturex ſe 5 He is known 
by his Company, that cannot be 
known by himſelf. A Mans Com- 
Piny is asit were a Commentary 
on his Life. A Company or Mul- 
titude (and I pray Young Men 
d 
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do you eſpecially take notice of 
it) is not' the Rule you ſhould 
walk by, as for doing Evil, ſo for 
doing Good. He that doth Goud 
becauſe a Multitude 
doth It, will alſo do Pears ang erp | 
Evil becauſe a Multi- Bmum «t Bon fa- | 
tude doth it. We muſt =o Mn hs m- 
not ( faith Auſtin } do a wunus, ſatis vullus ; Au- 
good thing becauſe Ma- __ | 
ny do it, but becauſe it Si, potenticres faci- | 
is Good : If others doe "" mn ſaciam quia 

I x facixnt , ſed gaudeo 
that whichis Good (faith 74s faciune. 
he) 1 will rejoyce be- if 
cauſe they doe it, but I will not do 'Þ 
it becauſe they do it, &c. Keep | 
good Company we mult, it 1s 
profitable, but we muſt not make l. 
their doing Good as the Grounds | 
of our doing Good, Shun Evil 
Company 3 Is it not an hard thing 
for a Bird to the away that 1s ta- 
ken in the Lime-twigs ? Why 
Evil Company are the Devils 
Lime-twigs; And what is the 
Reaſon that many a mai doth 
+ 2 con- 
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continue in Sin, who 1s convinced 
of the Evil of it, but becauſe he 
is held faſt in the Bands of his 
wicked Company ? 

Thirdly, T would caution you 
from Prid-, This is a Vice which 
1s incident to all more or leſs, but 
eſpectally ro young men. Con- 
verted young men, beware of 
Pride, for it is that which will 
rankor all your Graces 3 know 
that you are vile in Progreſs, 
Egreſs and Ingreſs. Unconverted 
young Men, do you alſo beware 
of Pride, for it tends to your 
hurt, as well as it doth to the 
Other; for that ſelf-conceitedneſs 
of yours is that which helps to 
barre your Hearts againſt Chrilt, 
Young Men, be cloathed with Hu- 
mility ; let every one of us look 
with one eye upon Grace, to keep 
the Heart cheerfull; and with 
the other eye upon Sin, to keep 
it humble. 

Foxrthly, T would have young 

men 
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men to beware of L»ſt, it being 
their Complexion, Conſtitution, 
and beloved Sin; the fin that at- 
tends their Age, and therefore 
ſo much the more diligence and 
pains mult be taken in the Morti- 
fication thereof; and I know not 
any thing that 1s ſo proper here- 
unto as being moderate in Diet, 
keeping the Body down by fre- 
quent Faſtings in private between 
God and thy own Soul upon that 
Occafion, Flee Touthfull Luſts, 
2 Tim, 2. 22. 

Fifthly and laſtly , Beware of 
Hypocriſce. Perhaps the Devil may 
Hatter you, with telling you, That 
if ye can get the Shape, Figure, 
and Form of Godlineſs, it 1s no 
matter for any thing elſe, thou 
mayſt ( ſaith he) go for a Chri- 
{tian eminent enough among men. 
Ah, but tell the Tempter, It is 
onely Piety that hath the Promiſe 
of the Life to come, and though 
thou mayſt goe for a Chriſtian 

amongſt 
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amovgſt Men, nd ſeem well 
enouyh in their ight 3 yet know, 
mn Cods tght then ſhalt be dif. 
cern; God will one day pull 
ofi tav paint, diicover thee, and 
{nciy te to the world in thy 
proper Colours. ihe very Inte- 
1iour Intents of thy Soul he 
knows, thy heart he can read 
without a Commentary, and thoſe 
things that are ſeoret, which thou 
keepeſt under Lock and Key, he 
knows 3 and though thou mayelt 
deceive Man, yet thou canlt not 
deceive God. Dexs ncec fallere, 
xcc falli poteſf. 

I ſhould now give ſome Exhor- 
tations, but I cannot, becauſe of 
being prevented as to that which 
I ſpoke before. Remember your 
Creator in the dayes of your youth: 
And as Helps hereunto take theſe, 
and enlarge upon them your 
{clves. 

1. View often the Creation of 
the World ; what Man in the 
World 
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World can forget God, that has 

himſelf and the whole Creation 
to contemplate at any time? 

2. Call to mind his romal Fa- 

vours Vouchſuret pnto von. in 


ſuck a Tim? . fuch a Place, 
among ſuch Company. Gan the 
Begger ſoon forger ther hand 


which he cooltanty receives his 
Alms from © ; 

3. Stud, the Iinly SCIPIUFESs 
Who Cal {Oo i CIMACT 0! n G-5d 
that may read & him every day 
in the Holy SCY!PIures * 

4. Attend upon the 344 ſery 
of the Word. You in Loizdon may 
hear frow God every day, and 
ſurely cannot ſoon forget im. 

GJ. Keep good Comprny,onc rhen 
you cannot Tahiy forget Cod, be 
cauſe you converſe with his 
Friends; and 'twill be marvel if 
they do not talk of him fume- 
times untu you. 

[ ſhall conclude with the words 
of the Text, 


(8) 
Rememember now your Creator 
3n the dayes of your youth ; that 
you may be as ſo many Veilcls 
of Gold for the Prayſe and Ser- 
vice of your Maker. Amen. 
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Rememember now your Creaton 


3 the dayes of your youth ; that 
ou may be as ſo many Veilcls 


of Gold for the Prayſe and Ser- 
vice of your Maker. Amer. 
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